White House plans summit at Lorain County Community College
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· ELYRIA — Senior White House officials will make a stop at Lorain County Community College in mid-February for a Hispanic community action summit.

On Feb. 18, senior administrators, along with policy experts, will be at LCCC to meet with Hispanic community leader, business owners, educators and state and local officials.

“They are really going to focus on the area ... and here,” Lorain City Council President Joel Arredondo said.

On Tuesday, he, along with other key officials from the Lorain, Elyria, and Cleveland area met with President Barack Obama’s campaign manager to discuss the event and also what kind of assistance the federal government can look to give the area. Other sites hosting the summits are Phoenix and Tucson, Ariz., San Antonio, Texas, and Tampa, Fla.

“The summit is dealing with our issues and regional issues,” he said. “It’s pretty exciting to bring that to the community college.”

The event is being coordinated by the Ohio Commission of Hispanic and Latino Affairs along with the White House staff, according to Mary Santiago, chairwoman of the commission board.

“This is the first time it is coming to the State of Ohio,” she said.

The sessions will cover a wide range of topics including the economy, jobs, education, health care, and immigration, according to the White House.

For Santiago the best part about the summit is the community will be able to share their stories and concerns with key administrators.

“We are bringing in these administrators, and we will be able to be one on one with them,” she said. “They can help us take care of situations in our community.” 
The summit is expected to begin around 9:30 a.m. with an hour and half in the beginning set aside to allow those in attendance to talk about the issues their community is facing with the administrators, according to Michael Ferrer, advocacy chair of the Coalition for Hispanic/Latino Issues and Progress.

From there, groups will be formed for work sessions, in which members of the administration will walk around and sitting in on the conversations.

Ferrer and Santiago said details for the days events could change before the summit.

The event is expected to draw to community leaders throughout Ohio.

Last year, similar action summits were held in Miami, Albuquerque, San Jose, Denver, New York, and Las Vegas.

To attend the summit, the public must email WhiteHouseforHispanicEducation@ed.gov and obtain a invitation from the White House.

Today is the final day to apply for an invitation through the White House, according to Santiago. 

